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erin.e /002 nu.l' o hp sdden mulch."ld l, m b,g bo\ fia:ler' hd. come f or f ,aBl
Dt-""'.',";. .\nnrirg cfrre.. bre'r'. hor. rn r rich diver'iiy of wildl,le. 'ncludrng rl'e
'rediscmred" ivory billed woodpako Beause of s\tocketing demand, timber conpdnies
fouod thdt ndch was valuable enough to feed *hole trees into shredden," salt Paul Kenp,
vice-prtsident ofAudubon's Cuff Coast Initiative. But thc booning mulch indNtry nade a
padice of loggiDg stands of youns b.1d c)?ress, so rhc swampland foresFakeady reeling
fronother prcssures-ouldntregenerate.

Now, in a maior victory for Audubon, the Sicra Club, md other en*onmental groups that
belong to a oalition cal1ed Sar Ou C1pres (w.sreouq,press.org), dre inperiled tres will
likely be sarcd. Logging dsased signldcmdy in the pot year, after the oalitionlr cmpaign of
lettd witing and edu.ation,l tallc convinccd Wal-Mart and Lrxe's not to buy nulch made fron
coctal Louisiana's foests. "We slowcd it to a triclde," ddts Dem Wrlson, basin keeper of t}te
AtchafalaF, the largest smp in the Unjted Shtes, who hd helped tact the dmagE q€r tne
pm. Wilson routinely flics mr forests with Southwinpp, a bmd of volunteen who pilot dtir
ancaft to help en*onnenral caues. "The timber compmies logged 80,000 acr€s in six leac, blt
in 2007, alid the retailers nade their decision, $ey only logged a fcw hundted acres," he sa1s.

The drcp came at a citical tine. In a l1j@t Tulane Uniwrsity study satellite in,ges show
thar boftodmd hardw@d forests donimted by oak md other te suffered up to 85 perent
nortaiitFfttr Huricme Kat i!a. NeaJbI g?re$ nLpelo forest, on the othef hand, hxd nininal
doase. "The lateral rcot systen [offt 9?re$] weaves the forcst together in a tapestry, so not
orny do they hold themrlres up, but they hold a[ ofthc nid-story od canoPy tees up," ex?lains
Gary Shaffer, m ccologist at Southedrem Louisiua Uniresiry. That neds my hole ofvedand
ecd)atem regeneBt on dd tuture hmimc protection depends on the health ofthe g?rss.

Alotof a an life deperds on it, too, espccially "the bigger birds that need ldg.! trees, like
osprey and herons," says Melanic Driscoll, who heads up Audubon Louisiana's Impoltant
Bird tueas progran. Many wrblers and cavity oesters ljke woodpeckcrivory-bills and
othcmise-re tied to the c1prcs swanps u wel1.

Ior ow the big retaller moratorium on c)?!e$ mulch is largely holding firm. (A notable
holdout is Hone Depot.) Environmental groups suggest that better mulch alternatives in
clude r€newable pine bdL, pecu shells, or even itens ftom your om garden. (For other
alternatives, read 'The Dirt on Mulch" by going to audubonnagazine.org, clicking on the
March-April2007 issuc cover, and going to Audubon Lisng.)-Krinih Elie Pn;I;?s
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Hdbrtdl lo$ hd\ led Auskdl'a! enddngeredossowdriesro fordge in dang.rous pla.er in.luding roadi.

ENDANCERFD SPEC]ES

Who Knew,Emu?
lnr  f lher.  \ , i r r l j  , l rUlgof,he:Jrple, ,  R,shr l r . . .F,e-: ,^r-ral 'brrdq'r l  rb luene.k.
Lbn| l i r l ,  red $,  de.r  J h-r- .Thr.ou,
through rhe for€st gulping do\rn ripe ftuns fron the woodland lloor and dispersing their seeds
niles away ir fresh mounds of dung. And with , pxir of 6ve-inch daggers for claws on its inner
toes, this enu relative can sropjust lbout rn]thing or anpne that gets in the wal.

Whrt it.ant nop, ho\rever, is .linxte .hdge, which is accelerating the nrturll process of
dcserrification that has been nndcr wry in Austr,lid for the past 20 milbn yeds and is nN
thrcatcning to shrink thc thin band of corstal wet forest where the .d$owdry lives. "Climate
changc prcdictions hcrc uc quitc dramatic," sa.!'s David Westcoft, an ecologist at the Com-
monwcalth Scjcnriic and Rescarch Organizatior in Atheiron. "H.bitat moles up mountdins,
and the mountains don't go up high cnough.'With more than 80 percent ofrhe crsow.lr's
histor;c hrbit.tin the wet tropics alrerdv dcstrovcd, scientists put the bird\ ienrining popu
lrtion at only 1,200 to2,500 jndividuals.To hclp cnsuic rh. spe.ieJ survival, the Qreensland
Parks and Wildl;fe Sen-ice is working with thc Australian Rainforest Foundation to secute a
150-mile h.lit.t conidor along the coast.

Altlough many of Australia's endemic specics m facing sinild thrcars, it\ been a par
ticularly mugh couple ofyears 6. tle endangercd ca$owary. In 2006 thc torvn ofllission
Beach, a prine ]{,catn)n in cdssowri territorv. was ranged br Cttlorc Lmr:, which a1l but
€limlnated the ftuit dop the birds defend on.The cassowrrics rvcrc poppiig out offorests
morc &equendr,, cmsing rodds an.l herding into baclsuds in serrch of sustcnancc. l{rny
were attacked by dogs or hit bI.ars.Then came 2007, r long, hot, dry ycar for Australia that
rvrs even nore intense for x lxrge bodied, ftrest-dwelling species left with littlc shadc md
[tde wxter in its codstal hangodts. Ornithologists refo.ted bifds ducking unde.ltgetation
dnd pantingjust to keep cool. The Nlission Beach locals, rvho know the birds so well that thcy
give them nanes, clain that nor r sirgle chi.k su^ived thdt sean)n. Climxte scientists say
such drrene werther is apt to be all the more comftonplace inAustralia.s future.

Sti[ the big birdi rcsi]icncc may hdp it rdapt-trt ledst for r\e short tern. In the past couple
ofnonths l{ission Bedr rcsidents heve spotted . few striped chicks trailing behind their Athers.
Ard Westcon has ranped up his cfforts to undeBtdnd how cljmxte change has affcctcd csso-
wary populations in dre past. His rcam has been santling DNA froh cassiNan dung in ofder to
develop bctter csrirnatcs ofthc population size md to understdd Lhe history oflhe bird's move-
ncnts in erd out ofpatchcs ofrcmnant forest, 'ill ofshich wil girt the qrensland PdLs and
Wildlifc Dcputncnt bcner data to figurc out where to fo.N their cons€nation effons.

"Bv looking at rhe past," Westcott savs, "rvc vc got some idea as ro what we heve to deal
with i. the future." Br.ndar Borr


